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CONSIDERATIONS 


In rejation to 


Mir. Ruſſe!'s Charge againſt Mr. Gwyn, Agent for | 
_ the Spaniſh Pacquet-Boats, &+c. and the Re. 


« 


port. fereupon, 


with falſe Muſters on the ſaid Pacquet-Boats, imbezelling 

their Stores, extorting Mony from Sailors and others, deiraud- 

ing the iaid Ships in their Victualling, and importing Salt in 
the ſaid Ships without paying Cuſtoms or Exciſe, to the great abule of 
his Majeſty, wrong to the Sailors, and great advantage to himſelf, 


T'* ſaid Mr. Rafe! in his Petition hath charg'd Mr. Gwyn 


1}. Ts humbly hop'd it appear'd before the Committee, that as 
many Men were actualy 1n the Service of the ſaid Ships as were chargd 
tro be paid; and generally rwo or more than were aQtually charg'd in 
the Pay=book, ſerv*d on board, receiving no Wages ; one of which in 
each Ship (for about four years patt) ſerv*d under another name, and theſe 
two Mens Pay, together with the Pay of Samuel Corniſh tor ten Vionths 
Service (as was teſtified by Capt, Cizes, Mr. Roger, and Mr. Shepherd) was 
aQtually apply*d to the defraying contingent Charges, which would have 
been (if not by this) Come other way duſcharg'd by the Poſt-Ofice. So 
- _ thattho in ſtrictneſs this may be ternvd an irregular Muſter ({ccing the 
very Man whoſe name was entred, was not actually on board) yer the 
ſame was not to the Prejudice, but advantage of the Crown, and not to 
Mr.Gwyz's private Advantage, as the Petition doth infinuate ; and there- 
fore notwithitanding the Committee (upon a Diviſion) were pleay'd to 
reſolve, "That the {aid Mr. Gwyz hath been guilty of makins faiſe 
Mulſters: according to the Petition : yet if it appear to this ': Song 
ble Houſe, that herein his Majeſty was not detrauded, it's humbly 
hop*'d your -Honours' will not efteem this Practice an Abuſe $0 the 
King. 


*2/y, Mr. Gwys is charged with importing <alt 1n the ſaid Ships with- 
* out paying either Cuſtoms or Exciſe, to his great profit. 

Some {mall Quantities of Salt were by the Commander and Pur- 
ſers in theſe Ships imported, only tor rhe uſe of thoſe Pacquet-Boats ; 
which Mr. Gwyz (at firſt ) did not think neediul to enter, {eeing *twas 
ſpent in the King's Service ; but when advis'd that in (triftnets all this-- 
Salt ow*d Cuſtoms, and ſome part thereot Exciſe, he did thereupon in» 
quire into the Quantities bronght in, and times of Importation ; and 
having laid this matter before cue Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, he re- 
ceiv*d their DireQtons for entring the ſame, before he had heard of any 
Informations relating thereunto. Purſuant to thoſe Directions (as toon as 
he return*d trom Lozdon) he causd an Entry to be made oi tour Wey 
and a Quarter of Salt, paying Exciſe tor the ſame at 5 pence per Tor 

ci109es 


keſides other Duties, which amounts to more than the Duty of nine = 
Wey, had the ſame been Entred when Imported, ſeeing a great part there- 
- of w+» breught in before this Duty was payable. 
Nor hath he charg*d his Majeſty with more than the Salt and thoſe 
Duties coſt him. + 


z/y. To prove the pretended Frauds in Vittualling, Mr. Slade the 
Purter declared he gave Mr. Gwyz a Receipt for 1100 weight of Pork, 
when only 600 pound was put on board the old Spaniſh Expedition. Ir 
was alledged, Mr. Gwyz had charged higher Prices for Victuals than o- 
thers in. thoſe Parts then paid. 

It did not appear, upon view of all Mr. S/ade's Vouchers, that ever 
ſuch a Re.cipt was by him given, or ſuch a Quantity by Mr. Gmwyz ever 
charged ; and that whatſoever Proviſion Mr. Gwys had charg'd to the 
{aid Shiv, wasjuſtified by proper Vouchers under Mr. S/ades own hand. 
The ſeveral Proviſions Mr. Gwyz bought tor theſe Ships were the beſt of 
the kind, and therefore their Prices might be greater than were paid by 
others for a worſe ſort ; and all thoſe Prices juſtified by proper. Vouchers. 
And it's humbly hoped that ſeveral] worthy Members of this Honourable 

Committee do remember that Mr. Gwyz did produce an Abſtract of ſeven 
years Account of what Butter he had bought for his Majeſty's Service in 
that time : and (all Charge and Loſs confider'd) he loſt by the Butter he 
bought upon the King's Account. 


aly. TOs alledg'd, Mr, Gmyz extorted Money from Sailors. 

The Fact appeared.to be thus, viz. In November 1697. Mr. Gwyzad- 
vanced of his own Money about 600 Sparrſh Piſtols,to pay off Sailors then 
to be diſcharged ; and having culPd of thelighteſt about 3o /. worth, and 
paid them to the Captain at or about 4 /. per Ounce (and this done, 
as Captain Ces prov'd, that the Seamen might. receive no light 


Piſtols) he paid the reſt to the Seamen at 17s. 64, a-piece. And 
tho upon change-of a few Piſtols for Silver, a ſmall loſs was ſuſtained 
by four or five, yet the reſt were.put off by moſt of the Seamen 
at 175. 64, and 18 5. per Piſtol, When Mr. Gwyz thus advanced theſe 
' Piſtols for the quieting of the Seamen, who were ready to mutiny, and 
threatned to pull down his Houſe for want of their Pay, and who would 
have been contented to have received fifteen Shilfings in the Pound, 
as ' was teſtihed by the ſaid Captain before the Committee, he 
could ghen have' paid them in Lozdox at 18 5s, a-piece; and he dos 
humbly ſuppoſe not many inſtances can be produced where Agents 
advanced Money our of thew own Pockets to pay Soldiers or Seamen upon 
ſuch terms. How far this may induce your Honours to reſolve the ſgjd 
Mr. Gwyn hath been guilty of Extortions from the Sailors (as alledged 
in the Petition) 15 humbly ſubmitted to' the great Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of this Honourable Houſe; to ſeveral worthy Members whereof it's 
known that the ſaid Mr. Gwyz at ſeveral times hath advanced MANY 
THOUSAND Pounds for the neceſſary Supplies of thoſe Pac- 
quet Boats, without any reward. for the ſame. And it's further ſubmit- 
_ tedto this Honourable Houſe, what credit ought to be given to the Te- 
ſtimonies of known Smugglers, advanced againſt an Officer, for daring to 
perform his Duty ; one of which declared he would do Mr. Gnyz all the 
Injury he could, tor ſearching his Houle for uncuſtom'd Goods. 


